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Jack O’Lantern Mask– Fun and Creative Extension Ideas to  
Support Home Learning 
Creative play and exploration through arts and crafts can support your child’s individual development. The activities 
below follow the early years guidelines with the focus to develop the following skills - working together; communication 
skills; literacy, language and mathematical skills; technology; creativity and personal and social development. We hope 
you and your child find them helpful.  

Communication and Language Development 
 Vocabulary to encourage – orange, round, pumpkin, eyes, nose, mouth. 

 Talk about whether the mask is scary or not very scary,  
 

Physical Development 
 Decorate little cakes or biscuits with orange icing and make them look like Jack (eyes, nose, mouth). 

 Wearing the Jack O' Lantern mask, ask the child to think how jack may walk. 
 

Personal, social and emotional development 
 Talk about how some people may get scared by things and how it is wrong to tease them. 

 Encourage your child to talk about things that they are scared of.  
 

Literacy development 
 If appropriate for age and maturity, watch The Wizard of OZ together. 

 Find spooky poems and stories at the Library. Check if there are special story time sessions at the Library. 

 
Mathematics and Science 
 When decorating the little cakes, make sure that there are pairs that are decorated the same. Encourage 

the child to find the cakes that match (remind them they don't have to eat all of them!) 

 Together find pictures of orange foods. 

 
Understanding the world 
 Find out where the name Jack O' Lantern comes from. 

 Explore other that ways people celebrate Halloween. 

 
Expressive arts and design 
 What other masks could you make? What about Bat masks? 

 Make several masks and individualise them by changing the shape of the eyes, nos 
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